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Irrigators Recognize Value of Energy Savings
On February 17th, nearly 95 irri-

gation customers ventured out on a  
blustery winter morning to partake in 
Polk County RPPD's  irrigation meet-
ing.

Meeting topics included:  Ten year 
overview of irrigation growth, rates, 
load management, new well informa-
tion and procedures for signing up 
new services.

NPPD's Ron Rose and Mike Tee-
tor were guest speakers.  Their topics 
included VFD (variable frequency 
drive) applications for motors, pump 
efficiency testing and EnergyWise™ 
incentive programs applicable to ag-
riculture.   

Ron said, "Many motors driving 
equipment such as, but not limited 
to, pumps, fans, injection molding 
machines and conveyors operate 
at a constant speed.  To control the 
amount of work the motor is provid-
ing at any given time, devices are 
used to reduce the machine's output 
through artificial loading, essentially 
wasting energy."  Examples include 
outlet valves or dampers, which re-
strict output to decrease the flow rate 
to a desired level for the system, or 
a bypass loop which simply diverts 
the fluid.  In some cases, the machine 
runs at higher speeds than is neces-
sary to  the job.  This wastes energy.

VFD's will save energy but may 

increase demand to 97% efficiency.  
Variable speed drives are especially 
efficient at reducing power and ener-
gy consumption to centrifugal equip-
ment such as pumps and fans.  This is 
because a reduction in flow is directly 
proportional to a reduction in speed, 
while the reduction in power is pro-
portional to the cube of the change in 
speed.

Through the EnergyWise™ pro-
gram a $30 per horsepower incentive 
is available when certain criteria is 
met.

Manager, Phil Burke reported, 
"We currently have 1,280 electric 

wells,  which during peak loads, make 
up approximately 60% of the system 
load."  In 2014, the average consump-
tion was 23,291 kilowatt-hours with 
an average cost of $3,491.  The actual 
horsepower is around 67,000 and the 
average hours pumped last summer 
was around 400.

Barb Fowler reported that there 
were no controlled hours last June, 74 
hours of control in July and 21 hours 
of control in August.  August was ab-
normal in this area.  We received nice, 
periodic rains and very few days of-
temperatures above 90 degrees.                           

Continued on page 3
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ATV Safety
ATVs are used for a variety of reasons from hauling and setting poles, push-

ing snow and just plain getting over rough terrain.  Polk County RPPD uses 
ATVs to gain access to fields where it may not always be possible to gain en-
trance to a service with a truck.  

Driving and riding an ATV can be a risky venture.  Training in the proper 
way; to ride and handle an ATV is crucial.  Surveys of personal injuries caused 
from ATV use have shown that drivers with formal hands-on ATV training 
have a lower injury risk than those drivers with no formal training.

Some basic training and understanding of the rules go hand-in hand.  Here 
are a few of the basics when it comes to ATV safety:

• Always wear protective gear, many head injuries occur from not wear-
ing a helmet.  In addition, long pants, boots, goggles, gloves and a long-
sleeved shirt will help protect against cuts and abrasions.

• Don't ride tandem, the majority of ATVs are designed to carry only one 
person.  Drivers must shift their weight freely when on uneven terrain.  
Carrying a passenger makes ATVs more unstable.

• Don't drive an ATV on paved roads.  ATVs are not made to travel on the 
pavement.  Pavement makes them difficult to control, and can lead to 
collisions with other vehicles on the road.

• Please, do not allow children to ride or drive an ATV.  About one-third 
of all ATV related deaths and hospital emergency room injuries involve 
children.  Children under the age of 16 are twice as likely to be injured 
as an adult when riding on a full size ATV.

• Never operate a ATV while under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  Ev-
ery state has laws against impaired driving.  We know the dangers of op-
erating any motorized vehicle while under the influence.  Reaction time 
and judgment are impaired, and these are two essential skills needed for 

the safe operation of an ATV.
ATVs can be a valuable asset when used 

appropriately.  Polk County RPPD drivers are 
properly trained, know the rules, and follow 
them.  Use common sense and be safe.

By Federated Rural Electric 
Insurance Exchange It's that time of the year 

again? Yes it is!
Just ask Cross County Senior, Jos-

lyn Baker and she'll be sure to tell you 
it's time to get your registration for the 
annual Nebraska Rural Electric Youth 
Energy Leadership Camp form com-
pleted.

Joslyn attended last summer's an-
nual youth camp at Halsey's beautiful 
national forest and it wasn't long after 
that she found out she was awarded 
an all-expense paid trip to attend the 
National Youth Tour in Washington, 
D.C.  where she will represent Polk 
County RPPD and Nebraska.

The 2015 NREA Youth Energy 
Leadership Camp is being held at the 
Halsey National Forrest July 13-17, 
2015.  If you are currently in 9th, 10th 
or 11th grade and are a customer of 
Polk County RPPD, you are eligible 
to register for the camp.  

This isn't just another camp, you 
may be asking yourself "should I go?"

 You should apply if you have:
• Leadership potential
• An awesome personality
• A strong academic record
• An interest in meeting new 

people
If you are interested, please com-

plete the application form below and 
return it to Polk County RPPD by 
April 15th. Forms will also be avail-
able at your school.  Please call Judy 
at 402/764-4381 for additional infor-
mation.  

 2015 NREA Youth Energy Leadership Camp Application Form-Please print
Name_____________________________Age____Current Grade_____
Address________________________Phone number (____)_________
City_______________________________State______ZIP___________
Name of parents or guardian__________________________________

                                              
 To learn more about this camp and your eligibility to attend the  2016 National  
 Rural Electric Youth Tour in Washington, D.C., please call for a brochure.
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Spring gives us a chance to thaw 
out after a chilly winter.  Taking ad-
vantage of longer daylight hours by 
doing a little spring cleaning and yard 
work.  But the seasonal shift isn't all 
good news.  The rapid change from 
harsh, cold air to warmer tempera-
tures can trigger severe weather.  To 
protect our lines and keep power flow-
ing safely to your home, Polk County 
Rural Public Power District main-
tains our right-of-ways.  Think of it as 
spring cleaning for power lines.

Right-of-way (ROW) maintenance 
keeps tree limbs and other obstacles 
away from high voltage power lines.  
It's an important part of the service 
we provide to you, our customers, for 
three reasons: safety, reliability, and 
cost.

Our primary concern is the safety 
of our workers and the public.  Proper-
ly maintained ROW keeps our crews 
safe when they are restoring service 
and maintaining our system.  Keeping 
trees clear of power lines also keeps 
your family safe.  From making sure a 
child's tree house isn't built near pow-
er lines to creating a safe environment 
while doing yard work, a well-main-
tained ROW helps avoid tragedy.

Power lines are a constant part of 
our landscape; it's easy to forget they 
are around.  We work hard to keep the 
area around our lines clear, but we 
need your help.  Be alert this spring.  
Don't plant trees or tall vegetation un-
der power lines, and keep an eye out 
for power lines when working in your 
yard.

If severe spring weather blows 
through, a well-maintained ROW 
leads to fewer outages and faster re-
sponse time.  Trees are less of a threat.  
When trees do fall, crews are able to 
restore service more quickly than they 
could in poorly maintained areas.

As a non-profit company, the dis-

Spring Cleaning Delivers 
Safe, Reliable Power

trict strives to keep costs affordable 
for you.  Maintaining our ROW is an 
important part of controlling costs.  
Fewer and shorter outages save mon-
ey for everyone.  When crews work in 
well-maintained areas, we can reduce 
risks for employees and equipment 
too, another way to keep costs low.  

Safety, reliability, and cost: this 
is why we believe in ROW 'spring 
cleaning.'  If we compromise on one 
of these areas, it impacts the others.  
At Polk County RPPD, we aren't will-
ing to compromise.  Maintaining our 
ROW is a priority for your safety, 
comfort, and pocketbook.

Polk County RPPD has contracted 
Leetch Tree Service to clear electric 
lines of trees and brush this spring and 
summer.  They will be working north 
of Shelby around the Lone Star and 
lakes area.  If you are a customer in 
this locality, you should have received 
a letter informing you of our tree and 
brush pruning and removal practices.  
Any questions?  Please call the dis-
trict at 402/764-4381 and ask for Tim.

Operations Manager, Randy Reese 
reviewed the 'new well sign-up' pro-
cess.  It is never too early to get on the 
irrigation construct list. Information 
is gathered and letters are sent in Sep-
tember to interested customers and by 
mid-October customer's information 
regarding a new service must be re-
turned to the office.  

The Initiating Contribution in Aid 
to Construction is non-refundable 
and must be paid by November 1st to 
guarantee service.  A contract for ser-
vice must also be completed.  

Once the service is built the second 
phase Contribution in Aid to Con-
struction is billed.

Load management is so crucial 
when it comes to controlling high 
summer loads in respect to our sys-
tem's total power bill.  Jeff Waller ex-
plained how various pieces of equip-
ment, such as VFD's can cause 'noise' 
issues on the power lines which de-
creases our ability to send load man-
agement signals and read meters.  He 
also talked about maintenance of load 
management switches.  If your elec-
trician or well contractor disables a 
switch for any reason, please contact 
us as soon as possible.  

Door prize winners were: Quinn 
Peterson, Dale Carlson and Larry 
Meister who each won a 75 watt LED 
bulb, Travis Stempek's name was 
drawn for a voltage detector, Allan 
Urkoski won a mag light and a cord-
less drill will come in handy for Brian 
Anderson.  Carl Brown won the grand 
prize which was a new CRTK12 LED 
aerial light.   The district began pro-
moting and installing the new aerial 
lights late last year. The CRTK12 is 
very efficient, requires less mainte-
nance and will be replacing high pres-
sure sodium and mercury vapor lights 
that presently illuminate the rural 
countryside.

Irrigation...
Continued from page 1

Attention 
Irrigators....

We will be billing 
the annual horse-
power charges 
this month. Please      
notify us of any 
load management 
or name changes as 
soon as possible.

Thank you.
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Correction:  These young men were incorrectly identified in last month's 
issue.  From left:  Anthony Schnell was recognized for five years of service, 
Jeff Waller hit the 20 year milestone, while Trevor Willhoft has worked for 
the Polk County RPPD 10 years.  Congratulations to these three lineman 
and may they continue to work safely to serve our customers for many 
years to come!

 USE YOUR HEAD WHEN YOU 
DRY YOUR HAIR.

If you've bought a hair dryer lately, you probably noticed a warning tag at-
tached to the power cord.  There's a good reason for the warning tag.  You could 
be injured if you hair dryer is used improperly around water.

It happens every year to hundreds of Americans.  Unfortunately, most peo-
ple use their hair dryer in the bath-
room near sinks, bathtubs and show-
ers.  So before you plug in your hair 
dryer next time, read the warning tag.  
Never use it near water.  Never stand 

on a wet floor while drying your hair.  And nev-
er leave your hair dryer where a young child 
can reach it.  Polk County RPPD wants you to 
have great-looking hair.  But please use your 
head when you use your hairdryer.

Is Your Contact Information 
Current?

Has your phone number or email 
address recently changed? Is the name 
on your account listed properly?  We 
have customers with the same first 
and last names, so a middle initial is 
important to us when listing accounts.  

Many times we have more than 
one person listed on an account and 
find out at a later date that one of the 
parties has moved, is deceased or is 
no longer residing at the account ad-
dress.  It is very important to us to 
have accurate information for outage 
and billing purposes.  On occasion, a 
new contract may be required.  If you 
notice incorrect information and want 
us to make any changes, please notify 
our office at 402/764-4381.

Lighting Drastically Cuts 
Energy Use - Lincoln Journal Star

An Iowa lighting manufacturer has 
donated a new LED lighting system to 
illuminate the Mount Rushmore Na-
tional Memorial.  

In place now, the new system uses 
a fraction of the power - from 24.6 
kilowatts to just 2.34 kilowatts - the 
old system used, an estimated 90 per-
cent savings, according to a statement 
released by the National Park Service.

With more than 1,600 total LED 
bulbs, the donation includes 49 new 
lighting fixtures from Musco Light-
ing, based in Oskaloosa, Iowa.  The 
company has also thrown in a 10-year 
warranty on parts and labor.

The LEDs are individually focused 
and directional, meaning they light 
only what is meant to be lighted. 

Over the past year, Mount Rush-
more employees and Musco have 
been designing, installing and testing 
the new lighting system to cut energy 
use while preserving the night's sky 
and protecting nocturnal life.

Happy spring and     
Easter blessings!


